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Introduction 

We began the search on the Old Town Hall with high hopes of finding many 

photographs and interviews of people who remembered the building right after it opened in 

1920. What we found was quite different. 

Many people who were interviewed had very fond memories of events celebrated in the 

building, but they were also one or two or three generations removed from the generation that 

constructed the edifice. Most wish to see it restored, but they also realize it will take a lot of 

money to do so. 

As for photographs, only three turned up. One is a panoramic view of Odessa with the 

Old Town Hall near the front center of the photograph. Another was taken of the building 

around 1927, and the third is a scan of either a construction button or celebration button of the 

new $30,000 Community Hall Building. The original button is held by Ivan Walter in his private 

collection. We had hoped for some interior photographs of weddings, meetings, and dances 

held in the building, but none surfaced. Maybe some will later. We can only hope. 

Two stories about the Old Town Hall came through- one about the jail in the basement 

and the other about a kitten found near the furnace pilot light. Other than these two 

recollections, people reminisced about the Old Town Hall and expressed a wistful longing about 

the place. It figured prominently among their pleasant memories of a bygone time. 

We hope that others will come forward with their stories and that some interior 

photographs of the building will emerge over time. As it is, this small booklet of interviews and 

information gives us all a glimpse of the grandeur that was once the community center of 

Odessa. 

Sincerely, Duane Pitts and the Class of 2013 June 8, 2012 
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Letter from Cole en Janke 

20 January 2012 

Stories I remember of the Old Town Hall: 

1. The Hopp sisters, my mother Leona and her three sisters- Helen, Dorothy and Loretta 

-telling me they sang as young girls at the dedication of the hall and had a standing 

ovation for the song they sang called "The Soup Song." Two Ton Baker recorded the 

song in year of 1947. 

2. I remember the hall being used for a roller skating rink in later years. Ed and Harvey 

Jasman were the fanciest skaters around. 

3. I remember the "Fireman Ball." Everyone dressed in formals and suits. It was quite an 

elegant affair, band and all. My first time going was age 13 with my parents and my Dad 

teaching me to dance. Thought I was in 7'h heaven! 

4. In 1951 as Miss Odessa, I recall a big dance honoring the royalty after the competition 

was held at the hall. 

Hope this is of some help. 

Sincerely, Coleen Janke 

2 



Interviews by Melani Fehrer 

Audrey Beck 

I attended dances, dinner and receptions at the Old Town Hall. The dances were 

country-western. Stan Wraspir played country-western at the dances. 

The building has been there as long as I can remember, even when I lived in 

Marlin. My first memory of Old Town Hall was the siren at noon and Santa and 

Christmas. 

I believe that the building should be restored if it can be because it's part of 

Odessa's history. The building is getting old. They put in an extra wall on the main floor 

and that cut the room in half. Years ago, everything was held there. I would like to see 

it restored to how it was when it was originally built. 

Claudia Iverson 

I remember dances and the library and Santa at the Old Town Hall. The dances 

had great music and tons of kids attended. Dances were the most common events held 

there. My first memory ofthe building is seeing Santa. The library used to be upstairs. 

I think the building should be restored. It holds Odessa's history. 

larry Iverson 

There were a number of events held there- dances, library ,court, Masons, 

Eastern Star, roller skating, family and special events, Santa Claus, Royal Neighbors. 

Every Saturday night in the summer, dances with great bands were held for the 

teenagers. Everyone came from all the neighboring towns: Almira, Wilbur, Creston, 

Davenport, Harrington, Ritzville. 

I remember getting a bag of candy, peanuts, and an orange from Santa. 

remember the library upstairs with other offices and the Court room. The main level 

was one big room with a stage at the north end. I do not remember where the kitchen 

was. Some common events held there were the Grange meetings, Eastern Star, and 

Royal Neighbors. 

I think it should be restored. It's a beautiful piece of our history here. 
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Todd Iverson 

I was very young when I attended gatherings at the Old Town Hall- the dances, 

library, and seeing Santa. In fact, my first memory is seeing Santa there. 

The building has changed. There used to be a huge stage on the first level. 

Common events held there were dances and seeing Santa. I am not sure our 

community can use the building today. I would like to see it restored. It is a big part of 

Odessa's history. 

Terria Smith 

There was a courtroom upstairs. When I was little, we would go there for the 

Turkey Carnival and to see Santa. Also, teenage dances were held there. The music was 

from different bands from the area, including Seattle, Tri-Cities, and Spokane. There 

was no adult supervision. The ages of the attendees were 81
h grade through college. 

The building is absolutely historic. I once rented it out for a family reunion. 

remember seeing Santa there and getting a bag of candy, peanuts and an orange. 

The building has changed. It is now broken up into small rooms on the main 

floor. In the 1940s Gary's dad's band played for the adults. I would like to see the 

lowered ceilings taken down and the original tin ceiling tiles exposed. It is a beautiful 

piece of our history, and I would like to see the community use it for meetings and 

gatherings. 

Interviews by Justin Hauge 

Jacque Eide 

Regularly there were Saturday dances. And a man with skates would come by 

every week and rent out skates to us junior high kids. That went on probably for two 

years. 

There was mainly drinking and carousing at these activities. People would also 

go down to this little chili cafe down the street and then come back to the Town Hall. 

There would be 30 or more people there. People would come from out of town, too. 

4 



My favorite memory- well, back then there was no town library, and the richest 

man in town said that if you wanted books, then buy them yourselves. And there was a 

reading group, and a book mobile would come every week and you would keep the 

book until the next week. Eventually, they twisted the man's arm enough that they 

opened up a library upstairs, and I loved books so walking up two flights of creaky steps 

into that room felt like I was in heaven. My first book was Ab the Caveman when I was 

nine years old. It was also really fun to go up and look out the windows and see all the 

way up the street. 

There was a siren that rang every day at noon. If there was a fire when the siren 

rang, everyone would drop what they were doing and look to see whose house was on 

fire. There was a jail in the basement. 

Marlene Homberg 

I would go to dinners, wedding receptions, lodge meetings, and roller skating in 

the Old town Hall. There were a lot of functions held there. 

The number of people there depended on what the activity was. Once I went to 

a soth wedding anniversary, and there were around 200-300 people there. People went 

to the lodge meetings there once a month- the numbers depended on if all the 

members were present or not. 

The southeast corner ofthe building had a big black stove. That was used to 

heat the downstairs in the winter. I want to say that there was a garage on the south 

side, but I may be mistaken. I think they would park some city equipment there. 

I would like to see it renovated. It is kind of sad to see it decline as it has. It is a 

good building. I wish there was some way to save it, but I know it would probably cost a 

lot or money. I actually wish they would just take the upstairs parts off if anything. 

My favorite memory would have to the high school dances. Stanley Wraspir and 

his band would play music, and they were really good, I thought. The card parties were 

also pretty fun. 

5 



Richard Voise 

There were a lot of meetings and dances there. They also used to roller skate in there. 

You could either rent skates or bring your own. 

The number of people there would vary. I didn't go to very many dances, and I wasn't 

involved in any of the lodges. 

Well, I remember going to weddings or anniversaries. Those were pretty fun. I know 

that there were more activities at the old hall than at the new city hall. 

I wasn't involved in any organizations. I didn't agree with many ofthem, like the 

Masonic Lodge because of my religion. I was also pretty young. I was about 11-12 when it was 

really booming. 

The building used to hold the city offices. There were meeting rooms upstairs. I never 

really went up there too often. There were stairs on the west side of the building. I am not 

sure if those are still there though. 

The Masonic Lodge members had their own Bible. They would wear white gloves. At 

funerals they would wear the white gloves and lift the bodies up as if they were lift"~ng them to 

heaven. 

Sorry, but I don't have any pictures. I didn't have a camera back then. 

Rita Voise 

I didn't really dance, so I never went to dances very often. If there were special 

occasions, I would go, but that is about it. I was also pretty young, so a lot of the events were 

for adults only. Once I got into high school, we could go. 

I can't really remember how many people would come to these activities. At the 

weddings and anniversary parties, there would probably be about 100 or maybe 200 if the 

people throwing the party were popular. 

There used to be a built-up stage where I think the kitchen is now. Gladys Amende used 

to be the city clerk, and she ran just about everything down there. 

6 



Don Schibel 

I know they used to have Lion Club meeting there. And Grange meetings, dances and 

farm meetings. They used to have the Turkey Shoot there. 

I would go to the Lions Club meetings, Grange meetings, and would dance with the girls 

at dances. The number of people there would vary, probably anywhere from 25 to 100 or 

more. 

Where the kitchen is now, there used to be a stage for plays and bands. They also had 

high ceilings. If you look where the ceiling is now, that's a false ceiling. The upstairs was for 

meetings, and the stairs were on the left side as you walked in the front door. 

I would love to see it renovated. It's sad that it's just going to waste. 

My favorite memory was going to the dances. That was a good time. Stanley Wraspir's 

band would play, and a lot of people would come from out of town. Every town would have its 

own dances and bands, and everyone would travel around. 

Janet Fink 

I know that the Grange organization would have meetings there. There was a library 

upstairs, and that was more like an attic than a library. It wasn't finished very much at all. They 

also used the building for wedding receptions. Steve and Leslie's wedding reception was there. 

That would be my favorite memory. 

There was a stage where the band would play, and Santa Claus came there, too. I don't 

remember if there was a garage on the backside. 

AI Fink 

They would have the Wheat Growers meetings and church gatherings there. They used 

to dance in the dance hall on Saturday evenings. The upstairs was a place for meetings. I 

attended Grange meetings .. It was just a place for all community meetings. They also had a 

Camera Club. I don't know if the Flower Show met there, but the Lions Club met there for years 

and years. They would have Masonic Lodge meetings there in the old and newer building. By 

that, I mean the newer building was when they renovated it back then. 
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The dances would bring 75-80 people. The Grange meetings would bring about 60, and 

the Camera Club had about 25 members, probably. 

I would go to events there about once a moth. Dances were just about every Saturday 

night in the summer. 

I remember that it was just a good gathering place that was very comfortable. 

remember Stanley Wraspir's band would play. There were an old timers' band, and they made 

it a good time. 

There was a jail in the lower right basement of the building. Back then it was a part of 

the polke department. The cell had the metal bars and all. I think there was a balcony looking 

over the front of the building. 

Interviews by Justin Hunt 

Ellen Holman 

I grew up in Odessa where the Old Town Hall was the community center. I loved it 

before it was remodeled. It held a library and a big auditorium and a stage. This is where I 

would go every year to see Santa. I attended wedding receptions, and I also took the dance 

classes held there. 

In 1982 I was Miss Odessa, and my picture still hangs down at the Old Town Hall in the 

hall. My mom was a Royal Neighbor and had meetings there. The Lions and other groups met 

there frequently. Summer reading programs were also held there that I used to attend. 

Apryl Wraspir 

It is really old and very ugly. It used to be used for dances and community gatherings. 

Roller skating also happened there. The city clerk was on the main floor with Dotty 

Schauerman and Gladys Amende. The library was on the second floor, and it kind of acted as a 

half floor. The jail was on the north side and was run by a volunteer. On the top floor there 

was Eastern Star, which was kind of like the Lions Club. 

The Rocky Coulee Ramblers led by Stanley Oliver used to play there. The Fireman's Ball 

was held there along with the Harvest dance. 
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I was a Rainbow girl. There are pictures of us in the main lobby. The president was the 

advisor. It was kind of like a Girl Scout club. There were also these things called Rainbow 

stations. You joined by a marble drawn, and if a black ball was drawn, you could not join the 

club. Only one girl got black-balled. 

There was a fire escape, but that got taken down, and that is the reasons there are no 

more meetings upstairs. If there was a fire downstairs, there would be no way to get out of the 

upper floor. 

Linnie Largent 

I moved to Odessa after the town hall had been remodeled, so I am not familiar with all 

the history of the building. I love the old moldings and woodwork in the building. I think it 

gives the building a lot of character. 

I only attended dances where there was a wedding reception. I wasn't really a part of 

any particular group or committee associated with the Old Town Hall. Mainly, I was just at the 

Old Town Hall for wedding receptions, graduation parties (mine included) and meals served 

after funeral services. 

Merleen Smith 

The front entrance has been remodeled. At one time you entered into one large room. 

The cigarette smoke during the Turkey Shoot was thick. It polluted the air very badly. The 

town library was upstairs, a VERY quiet place. 

The Lions Club Carnival was a highlight. It was one time a year when it seemed the 

entire community gathered for fun and games. Movies were shown upstairs for the children 

during the event. 

I remember hearing the band called Winnie and the Poohs play. The band members 

were Craig Holman, Stan Weber, Tim Suchland, and Steve and Jim Evavold. Paul Revere and the 

Raiders even played there once. 

I went to Girl Scout meetings and family reunions there. Also, I attended birthday 

parties. Santa Claus (aka Bill Richardson) came to Old Town Hall on a fire truck. Lions Club 

meetings were also held there as well as the Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star, and the Rainbow 

Girls. 
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Juli Weishaar 

The Old Town Hall was the original community center for Odessa. It housed the library, 

had a large room where the Turkey Carnival was held and had meeting rooms upstairs where 

the Odessa Grange met. 

I remember going to Grange meetings upstairs with my grandparents. I was always in 

awe of the large chairs they had for the officers to sit on. I believe they were used by the 

Masons and Eastern Star members. There was a kitchen upstairs, and they would have pot 

lucks and their annual Christmas dinner up there. 

I was too young to be a member of any of the groups. Eastern Star disbanded about the 

time I would have been old enough to participate. 

Interviews by Jared King 

Shirley Groh 

I have not been around Odessa all my life, but I have been around for a while. 

remember a lot of dances happening before the remodel, not so many after. They had a library 

upstairs that I remember. I worked at the school for almost 40 years and knew many kids. 

They had a lot of graduation receptions there. 

The Bards was one band that I remember there. My husband remembered the Rocky 

Coulee Ramblers before I was around. They had a lot of dances in that building. 

I remember the library. I think it was only open a couple days a week. I also thought it 

was a self-checkout sort of system, too. I am not sure what it was for sure, though. 

luann Hardung 

There is so much to remember, I don't know where to begin. There were many wedding 

receptions that happened there along with dances and other activities, like Turkey Carnival, 

Christmas Fest, and fund raisers. 

I remember the kids won six turkeys at turkey bingo. I also remember many dances 

before it was remodeled. It was perfect with the wood dance floor and stage for the d.j. 

remember bands coming in and playing a long time ago. 
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I definitely liked the After-Harvest dance. My husband and !loved that. It was a good 

way to celebrate harvest. 

Mike Hardung 

I have had a lot of good times there. I especially remember the dances. I had a few 

dances in the basement before it was remodeled. Every event I went to, there was always fun 

and I was very energized. 

Before it [the main floor] was remodeled, it was one room. It was not divided into two 

separate rooms as it is now. Both rooms had wood floors, which made it very nice for dancing. 

They also had a stage where the kitchen is now that was used for plays and d.j.'s back in the 

day. 

I always liked the After-Harvest dance. After a couple of weeks of harvest, it was nice to 

see everybody and celebrate another harvest. 

Eddie Kern 

The upstairs was primarily for meetings: the Lodge, Odessa Grange, and many others. 

There was also a kitchen upstairs. There was a small basement below the main floor. In the 

basement there is a Model T Fire Truck along with a city jail. The fire station was built around 

1950. 

There were many dances before it was remodeled. There were usually four or five a 

year. They had a formal dance that was usually the New Year's dance, and the others were 

casual. The original hardwood floor is still there even to this today. They had bands that 

usually came from Spokane. During the Depression, local bands like Sage Brush Serenades, 

locals like Frank B. Totusek, Joe Gering, Bill Schillinger, and Elena Harmonica. These bands also 

played for small dances. In the 30's they had vaudeville shows. There was a motion picture 

with no sound. People would bring the shows in. In the basement they had rollerblading twice 

a week also. 
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Mary lee King 

My favorite memory of the Old Town Hall was the roller skating twice a week. Some 

guy from Spokane would bring down roller skates. When I was in junior high and early high 

school, my friends and I would spend a Jot of time roller skating. That was about 1950-1954. 

Somewhere in there, I believe. 

There were a lot of events and things that went on around there. I remember a lot of 

dances going on there. The New Year's Ball was the biggest and most formal/ remember. They 

also had a lot of politicians who would come and persuade people one way of the other. 

Wally King 

Well, there were a lot of things that happened there. Many dances went on, like the 

Fourth of July, New Year's and Presidents' Day. I never went to very many of the dances, but I 

remember hearing about them. 

They always had meetings up there, like the Grange, Eastern Star, and others. 

remember roller skating in the early fifties, but went only once. I also remember a lot of 

wedding receptions and graduation parties and many other events. I had not gone to many of 

those events when I was younger because I never got a chance. 

Interview by Koralynne Kuch 

Nancy Glines 

I remember seeing events at Old Town Hall, but I do not remember specific ones. I was 

about 3 or 4 at the time. 

I would like to see the building restored, especially the stage and wood floor. 

My mom worked at the Old Town Hall. She was town clerk. I remember going to her 

office and getting the key and going upstairs to the library and sitting on the floor reading 

Nancy Drew books. It was part of my life, as I was there almost every day. I was a member of 

the Rainbow Girls. 

Old Town Hall has changed. It is just not the same; it used to seem so big. 

The Fireman's Ball was held there. Also a rodeo dance for Odessa Days. The library was 

big and very musty smelling. Twice a month the Department of Licensing gave driver's tests. 
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Craig Holman 

I remember seeing Santa Claus, and I participated in high school dances. I was 2 or 3 

when I attended my first event at Old Town Hall. 

I would like to see Old Town Hall restored. Configuring it like it was would be 

impractical, but we should fix it up; it is falling apart. When I was younger, I thought it was a 

great building. 

The city clerk's office used to be to your right when you walked in, and to the left there 

were stairs to the library upstairs, along with a large room that was used. We used to rent the 

Old Town Hall for dances, though. 

Marianne lksic 

I attended weddings at Old Town Hall. I did not attend anything other than that. 

I was 19 or 20 years old when I attended my first event at Old Town Hall. The weddings 

were fun. Maybe 100 people or more would be there. I did not grow up in Odessa when I was 

really young. 

I would like to see it restored, to see it look newer. I just looks older and is not used as 

· much anymore. 

Sandy Libsack 

My mom was part of the Royal Neighbors. I also attended events for my sisters. We 

also went to movies put on by a projector. I attended my first event there when I was around 5 

years old. I think there were around 60-75 people at the events. I can remember when Santa 

came. The building seemed so big then. My sons were a part of Boy Scouts there. 

I would like to see the building restored to its original interior. It has aged horribly. 
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Jim Smith 

·My sisters were a part ofthe Rainbow Girls. There were also Christmas parties held 

there, and Santa was there. I was probably around 8 years old when I attended my first event 

there. I found my sisters' events boring. 

I would like to see the Old Town Hall restored. The interior should be brought 

back to its original state. I loved the big hardwood floor on the main level. I also loved when 

Santa came. It was a really cool building and really big. 

Pam Williams 

I attended the Turkey Shoots (as we called them instead of Turkey Carnivals), teen 

dances while in high school, and the rodeo dance. I remember going to the Turkey Shoot when 

I was probably seven or eight. My mom helped cook for the Lions Club in the upstairs, and I 

vaguely remember being in that part of the building. 

We lived several miles out of town, and as I remember, the Turkey Carnival was a big 

community event. The Old Town Hall was a busy place, full of people with kids running around 

all over the place. The Old Town Hall had a large room with a wooden floor and a stage. When 

teen dances were held there, the live band- yes, we had live bands- would be on the stage 

and the dance floor was full of dancers. At community dances, like the rodeo dance, people of 

all ages attended and the dance floor was full of some excellent dancers "cutting a rug." Most 

things in the Old Town Hall were community events; there were several hundred people 

attending. 

I think the building should be restored, to a point. I think the windows should be 

replaced/repaired to keep the weather and birds out, and a paint job would help. 

Stanley Wraspir's band played old time music on the stage with his wife playing the 

drums. There are many memories. 

It was the community center for the town when I was growing up. It was where large 

groups met, and where social and community activities were held. I don't remember when it 

was remodeled to its current state, but it was a good move. After the Community Center was 

built, the Old Town Hall became the place for smaller gatherings, senior meals, etc. Since the 

Community Center is so large, it is nice to have the Old Town Hall as a secondary social hall. 

have been involved in helping with and attending receptions and other social gatherings. 
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Interview by Aubrey lee 

Coleen Janke 

My favorite memory of the Old Town Hall comes from my mother about when my 

mother and her three sisters sang the dedication of the Old Town Hall. 

The building was used for the Fireman's Ball, the Carnation Ball, roller skating rink (every 

weekend) and wedding receptions. I recall that Slim Pickens (the rodeo clown) was there once. 

The band used to play in what is now the kitchen. People from all around would come 

to activities here. 

I would like to see the Old Town Hall used more and for more activities for the young 

people. 

Interviews by lacey Nelson 

Don Frick 

My first memories of Old Town Hall are the Saturday night dances, in the middle 1940s. 

They were fun for all ages and lasted untill a.m. 

The Grange Supply and Odessa Trading Company held meetings there. 

I think it would be nice if the building could be restored. It is an historic building. The 

main floor has been partitioned, and a kitchen has been added. 

Clara Haase 

My first memory would have to be the wonderful dances that were held there. I did 

attend them. They were one of the more fun things to do in Odessa at the time. 

I would like to see it restored. I would like to see the upstairs in working order again. It 

is insane to see so much space go to waste. 

June Haase 
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June Haase 

My first memories take me back to the dances. They were a lot of fun. 

I think the building should be restored. It would be nice. I would most like to see the 

outside fixed up a bit. The inside has been remodeled over the years. 

Marlys Kissler 

My first memory is going to the annual Fireman's Ball and other dances. There were 

always good bands, some local, and there were always big crowds. 

I was part of the Royal Neighbors, an auxiliary to the Modern Woodsmen. 

As for restoration, I do not think it should be restored to its original form. We were all 

happy to move downstairs. I would like to see the outside repaired and painted. It is a 

disgrace. 

I think there is a picture ofthe Odessa Concert Band in the museum. 

Most of the people who worked on the renovation are gone. I know they and all the 

organizations using the hall worked very hard to gather funds for the changes and wanted it left 

that way. Some who want it restored to its original condition say they can only get grants by 

having it declared historic and changed back to the way it was. I am against that. I remember 

how we used to have to carry things up and down the stairs. We were thrilled when we could 

have our meetings and conventions downstairs. There were no longer dances in the town hall. 

Ramona Meise 

My first memory is of the Royal Neighbors' meetings upstairs. I was a member of the 

Royal Neighbors. 

I think they should restore it ifthey do not spend too much money. 

Maria Nelson 

The exterior of the building needs to be restored. If there are funds to restore the 

upstairs, sure. Make a ballroom out of it and host dances again. 
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I know it has been a meeting place for many different groups and lot of events have 

taken place there, but since I did not grow up in the area, that is pretty much the extent of 

what I know. 

Interviews by Nicholas Nelson 

Allan and Joyce Kuest 

We went to a few dances there. They were about once a week, but we only went every 

couple of months. All the dances were downstairs. We lived out of town, so it was a treat to 

get to go into town. We didn't have a lot of money, so we did most things out at the ranch. 

Stanley Wraspir came very often. There was always a bunch of people who came when he was 

there. 

There was a jail in the downstairs, and some ofthe city equipment was down there, too. 

I was in that jail cell once. It was my senior year, and few of the teens from my class were 

driving around. Well, I decided I was going to go fast and drive stupid and ended up passing the 

cops. Well, they caught me and threw me into the jail overnight. They let me have my 

cigarettes, but I could not have any matches. Then I heard a tap on the glass, and it was Paul 

Hopp with some matches to give me. 

Jim and Gerry Goetz 

At the Old Town Hall, I paid the water bill and went to school dances when I was a child. 

That was in the late 30's. There were a lot of other things that went on. If you were out of 

town, you really did not know what was going on in the building. 

Greg and Terry Goetz 

We remodeled it in 1975. We wired it all the way to the back where the kitchen is now. 

We also took out the huge safe that was in the old clerk's office. We also had to make the 

Masons' room with all of the stairs and where to put the chairs. The police department was 

also there. They had one jail cell there. 

One of the bands that played here had a record deal. Their name was The Bards. They 

were out of Moses Lake. The members were Mike Balzotti on the keyboard, Bob Galloway on 
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the drums, Mardi Sheridan on the guitar, and Chuck Warren on the bass. They had two songs 

that played on the radio. 

Alva Richardson 

We went to dances there in the 40s through the 60s. Almost every Saturday they had a 

dance. One ofthe big dances that happened every year was the Fireman's Ball. All of the 

volunteer fire fighters would get their wives and go dancing. They would get served dinner. 

One of the bands that came was Stanley Wraspir's band. The girls went to high school dances 

there, and .I chaperoned a few of them there. 

There were many meeting held in that building. They were the Masons, Grange, 

Rainbow Girls, The Royal Neighbors, and Woodsmen. 

The city clerk's office was where the restrooms are now. The fire department had its 

fire trucks on the north side of the building. Some of the city crew had their equipment there, 

too. 

Interview by Zack Schaal 

Craig Holman 

I attended dances at Old Town Hall as both a performer and a dancer. Renting the hall 

was about $50 a night, and you had to have your own security (rent a cop). There were 

chaperones at the dances, which usually ran from 9 to midnight. 

Depending on the band's popularity, anywhere from as few as 100 or as many as 450 to 

500 people would attend the dances. Keep in mind, there was a raised stage where the kitchen 

is now and the main floor was one big room. 

For most dances, attire was jeans and a shirt. If it was a late dance, like Sadie Hawkins, 

etc., you would wear a sport coat and a tie. And dresses for girls. The best time to show up 

was somewhere near the end of the first set, around 9:35. 

When I was in high school, we had events there about one a month. Ritzville had 

weekly dances and more kids. 

I remember the dances mostly, but there was a Christmas Fest type of event also. 
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Interviews by Markus Smith 

Dee Deife 

The Masons was a group that helped down at the hall. Your Uncle Jeff was part of this 

group. It was a non-profit organization, and so was the other group, Eastern Star. The Lions 

Club used the building for events, such as the Turkey Carnival. 

The Rocky Coulee Ramblers was a group that played down there; they were one of the 

most common. Winnie and the Poohs played down there, too, and Craig Holman was the 

pianist for them. There were dances there during the summer on Saturday nights. There was 

also a Fireman's Ball. I also had had my wedding reception there, and there were plenty of 

other receptions at the Old Town Hall. 

Well, the upstairs was a meeting room, and that is where the clubs would have all their 

meetings. The library was also upstairs. The downstairs was where all of the events took place. 

There was a stage where the kitchen is now, and below the stage was a basement and that is 

where the jail cell was. There was also a fire escape on the side where the store is. Also, there 

was a garage on the north side where the fire station used to be. 

I would like to see the Old Town Hall remodeled. The upstairs is very messy, and the 

windows are all broken. The roof upstairs had a hole in it, but I don't know if the hole is still 

here. 

Ed Deife 

The Old Town Hall has a group called the Masons. This was a non-profit organization 

that did charitable work. The Lions Club also used to have a Turkey Carnival there. There were 

two live turkeys that were always outside the Old Town Hall during the Turkey Shoot. 

There were meetings upstairs that the member of the Lions Club held, but were more 

meetings up there than for the Lions Club- such as the Grange. Also the town library was 

upstairs. There were dances that the fire department put on downstairs. There was a 

Valentine's Dance and also a Harvest Dance that was packed every Saturday night during 

harvest. There was a fire escape that was on the west side that all the youngsters could walk 

up and spy on the old people at the dance. 

The Whalers was a popular band that came from Seattle. Paul Revere and the Raiders 

played here, also. Winnie and the Poohs was also a band that played quite a bit. Another 
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famous band that played here was the Rocky Coulee Ramblers, and your Uncle Bill Smith 

played. 

There were so many people that a person could hardly walk on a sidewalk. People came 

from Moses Lake, Wilson Creek, Marlin, Ritzville, Wilbur, and even Davenport. 

The library was removed and placed in the Community Center. Before they could do 

that, a levy was passed to move the library. A room a built for where the meetings were held 

because it was hard on the older people to walk up the stairs. 

Paul Hopp 

The Old Town Hall used to be just two big rooms inside the downstairs and the upstairs. 

Basketball was played in there, and there were two rooms by the stage that used to be locker 

rooms for the boys. There was a Turkey Carnival, and outside stood a hen and tom turkey that 

people could win to take home for Thanksgiving. The library was upstairs and the clubs all had 

meetings upstairs. Also, there was a jail under the stage, where there was also the basement. 

Con Eckhardt is the man who built the place, but that is all I know about him. 

Dances were a very big deal in my time. They would be on New Year's and just even on 

random occasions. There were a Fireman's Ball and Harvest dances. This was the place where 

everyone could go and have a good time. There was no community center at the time, so the 

Old Town Hall was the place to be. 

Stanley Wraspir's band was one of the biggest bands that played. The Rocky Coulee 

Ramblers also played down there. 

It would be nice to see the Old Town Hall remodeled and used for events. I would make 

me sad if that old building went to waste. The windows need to be replaced, and the wood in 

there is already starting to decay. So, yes, if it were ever to get remodeled, I would be glad, but 

it probably will not happen. 

Ellen Schafer 

I definitely loved going to the dances because it was like your guys' prom is today. 

The Masons was a group that had meetings there, as did the Lions Club. The Rainbow 

Girls were also a group that met there. They were a group of girls about 12 to 18 years old who 
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just were in that club to learn how to grow up as nice young ladies. There was a Turkey Shoot 

that was held by the Lions Club, and they used to bring in two live turkeys that you could win. 

There was one group called the Odd Fellows, and that was a group of when who met there 

about every month. They would pretty much just socialize about what they had been up to. 

That is what a lot of the groups did at the Old Town Hall. There was also a roller rink there that 

was pretty fun. The city clerk's office was there also. There was one man named Dr. Gugel, 

who wanted to put in a mall instead of that being an activity center. 

Jerry Schafer 

Old Town Hall was built by volunteers. I was the Rainbow dad for the Rainbow Girls. 

That was a group of kids like your FBLA is today, but it was for young ladies and it would teach 

them the basic stuff to grow up and be mature ladies. This was mostly for the girls about 12 to 

18 years of age just before they could go out on their own. There was a stage that the bands 

would play on, but that was taken out in the late 60s or early 70s; where the kitchen is today is 

where the stage used to be. And under the stage was where the jail was kept. 

The Masonic Lodge was a group that met there twice a month for whatever their 

purposes were. The one thing I do remember was when the Masons put the Old Town Hall 

floor in the upstairs pattern. I always remember it is based on King Solomon's Temple. 

Your Uncle Bill played in the band The Rocky Coulee Ramblers, and that was a very 

famous band that played in Old Town Hall. 

There was a big fire bell that if there was ever a fire, whoever was at the station would 

push it, and all of the firemen would down and get in their uniforms and go to the fire. There 

was also a fire escape right where the store is now, and I believe a person can still see the 

outline of where it used to sit. And the fire department, where all the trucks were kept, was 

where the garage by the hall sits now. 

Don Smith 

The downstairs was the activity center. As a person walked into the activity center, 

there was a big stove to the right. That is what heated Old Town Hall. 

Stanley Oliver and Dean Witt played in the Rocky Coulee Ramblers. Stanley Wraspir also 

played in a big band down there at Old Town Hall. There was a dance dang near every 

Saturday. 
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My favorite activity that I always attended was the roller skating. This was around for 

about 5 years, and that is how all the younger men got together with their girlfriends. 

Well, the Grange meetings were actually kind of stupid. They took place upstairs in the 

Old Town Hall. To get initiated into the Grange, they would blindfold you, and you had to walk 

around the room and try and find someone and put a hand on him. I went to one Grange 

meeting, got initiated, and never went back because it was the dumbest thing, I thought. 

I wouldn't know anything about being in the court room, but I know that was where the 

bad guys would go and maybe get jail time. Other than that, that is alii know about the Old 

Town Hall. 

Mavis Smith 

!loved to attend the dances at the Old Hall. That is where I actually met your grandpa. 

The dances were almost like your prom is today. We would all dress up in our prettiest dresses, 

and the guys would dress in nice clothes, and we would attend the "ball." 

Your Uncle Ben played in the Rocky Coulee Ramblers. Stanley Wraspir also had a big 

band that played in the Old Town Hall. 

The old fire station was on the north side of the building. The court room was also in 

the building as well as the city clerk's office. This was located where the ladies' room is now 

when you walk in. That is where you had to go to pay your water bill. There was also a jail cell 

in the Old Town Hall for all of the criminals. Raymond Guizler was the judge. 

One of the cool things was on top of the building: a siren for the firemen when there 

was a fire. The button was outside if they ever needed any help. They took it out, though, 

because some of the children in the area would pull pranks and press the button and all the 

firemen would get ready, but there was no fire. 

Interviews by Nick Tebow 

Lois Fisher 

What I remember is the library upstairs and then the big rooms. Grange meetings, 

Turkey Carnival, Greasers' practice in the 1970s, insurance meetings, and then seeing Santa 

Claus- those were some of the activities in the building. Hundreds of people would go to some 

ofthe events. 

22 



My first memory is of going to the library. I think the architecture of the building is 

called Art Nouveau. It was the main building in Odessa. The outside has deteriorated, and the 

upstairs is no longer In use. 

I know that Don Walter was working on a fund raiser for the building. They tried to get it 

on the Historical Register, and if they had, it would have gotten grants to restore it. There were 

pros and cons to it. The building is used for storage now. I think it needs to be repaired and 

restored. 

DougTebow 

The Old Town Hall is where the library was. It was in the upstairs, and then there was a 

big ballroom in the upstairs where they had meetings and dances. Downstairs was the city 

clerk's office and some other rooms where they would have the Lions Club events and stuff like 

that. I went to chemical meetings and stock holders meetings for the Grange and Odessa 

Union. I never went to any of the dances. I was young. 

My first memory is probably going to the library. 

I think the building is historical because it is 100 years old and has some pretty good 

architecture in it. It was built pretty well, but it just needs some TLC right now. It has been 

scabbed up over the years. They took out the big room and split it in half, and they took out 

the upstairs. I think they were going to fix the upstairs, but I don't remember for sure. It would 

be a shame to lose it. We needs to fix it up before it falls apart. 

Some of the events in the building would draw 200 to 300 people. 

Lloyd Tebow 

I can't find any pictures ofthe old building. I do remember that while I was in the Air 

Force up at Fairchild, I found out that in Odessa they had roller-skating in the upstairs of the Old 

Town Hall. I could come down almost every weekend just to skate. I would be here for three 

or four hours, then go back up. I also went to the dances that they held there. 

Bands played country music. Shorty Sue, Don Smith, Stanley Wraspir played there. 

went to the dances to have a good time, and I think the best part was being able to dance with 

my girlfriend. The dances were plumb full, probably around 200 people. 
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My first memory of the Old Town Hall would be when I would come down and go roller

skating in the upstairs. Many times almost all the dances were held there as well as roller

skating. 

The building was built when it was tough times, and the guy that built it was one ofthe 

best builders of the time in this area. I think Con Eckhardt was one of the main guys that build 

the building. 

The Masons had upstairs for years, but they then moved it downstairs when the upstairs 

was no longer safe enough. The Grange also met there for years. The women's auxiliary and 

Eastern Star were also some groups that met there. 

They have changed the windows and some flooring, but for the most part it has stayed 

the same. They took the fire escape off the side that is facing the store. 

I think it needs to be remodeled in some ways. Some of the things need to be changed, 

but some of the other things need to stay the same. 

MargeTebow 

Everyone went to the events back in the day where today not very many people go to 

the events. One of the typical events was the dances. I was one ofthe rodeo princesses, and I 

went to dinners there as well as quilt shows. 

The bands played Western music, had violins and guitars. I went to the dances for fun. 

The best parts were being able to see all your friends and just having a good time. The events 

were well attended. I would say there were about 200 people at the events. 

I was in the Royal Neighbors, a women's group that met in the upstairs of the Old Town 

Hall. I would say that I have been there hundreds of times. 

The building hasn't changed much. The windows and doors have been changed, and the 

fire escape has been taken off. The fire truck is no longer down there, and the jail isn't there 

anymore. It has been well kept. I think some things in there need to be remodeled, but I think 

some things need to stay the same. They should modernize it, but leave it same shape. 
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Alan Voise 

When.l was a kid, I went to the library that was in the upstairs. There was a big 

ballroom up there. The clerk's office was in the downstairs area on the right side of the 

building. I also remember the jail on the north side and the fire escape on the west side of the 

building. Downstairs was just one big room with the stage at the front where the bands played. 

The events there included the Lions Club, Turkey Shoot, the library, funeral dinners, and 

wedding receptions. I never went to the dances. I remember walking into the Old Town Hall to 

see all the people at the Turkey Shoot. It is a neat old building, and a lot of stuff happened 

there. I went to Lions Club meetings, Men's Smoker, Grange meetings, and the hospital public 

meetings were also held there. 

The fire escape was taken off the west side of the building. I don't think the building has 

been well maintained. The upstairs is not even usable any more. And the big room downstairs 

has been divided up into a lot of different rooms. 

I think they just canned the fund raising to restore the building because it was too much 

money to raise. If we got the money to restore it, then it should be done. 

DianeVoise 

When I was a kid, I remember going to the library upstairs. There was a big ballroom up 

there. The clerk's office was in the downstairs area, on the right side of the building. I also 

remember the jail on the north side and the fire escape on the west side of the building. 

Downstairs was just one big room with the stage at the front where the bands played. I 

remember going to see Santa Claus. We also had a dance class in there at one point. 

I went to the Turkey Shoot, wedding receptions, and funeral dinners there. I didn't go 

to the dances .. It was one of the oldest buildings in town, and before the community center was 

built, it was the most popular and most used place in town. 

Girl Scout meetings were held there sometimes, and when I was in high school, we had 

cheer practice there sometime because there wasn't always room in the gym. 

The big room is gone- it is all divided up, and the kitchen is downstairs now. The library 

is now gone, and you can't go upstairs anymore. It think it should be refurbished because it is 

still used in the town, but it comes down to the cost. 
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June Walter 

I remember helping the Women's Club reading story hour in the library upstairs. Then 

as you walked in the front door, there was the clerk's office to the right and to the left was a 

cloak room where you could hang your coat as you walked into the dances. The library was in 

the upper right hand corner. There was also a big meeting hall there. The kitchen was upstairs. 

They always had meetings up there. A lot of organizations met there- the Masons, the Eastern 

Star, the Rainbow Girls, and all the other organizations. They also had a stage where the bands 

would play their music. 

Voting was there, community dances, the library the service projects in the library, the 

back hall for the Junior Women's meetings. The bands played Western music. I loved to dance. 

That was by far the best part for me. I remember the dances. Hundreds of people would 

attend. 

It has gone to pot. It is too bad that they have let the windows all break out. When they 

lowered the ceiling, they left the windows the same, so when you look from the outside in, you 

can see the floor in the middle of the window, and I think that looks bad. The jail was in there, 

and now it is not there. I don't know if we need to remodel the Old Town Hall. 

I think you would have to look at the cost and the benefits to see what would happen. If 

think there would be a lot of use in the building if we maintain it because it is much smaller 

than the new community center and you wouldn't feel like you lost if you went into the building 

like to do sometimes in the new community center. 

Interviews by Kendall Todd 

Audrey and Warren Beck 

Our favorite memory from Old Town Hall is the old dances. It was a great time to hang 

out with all of our friends and socialize. 

The first time Audrey visited Old Town Hall was when she was 21, and for Warren it was 

when he was a young kid. He used to go there during Christmas time to visit Santa Claus- "I 

was probably around 6 or 7. Santa would arrive in a fire truck; if there was snow, he would 

arrive in a sleigh. Then you were given a paper sack filled with goodies: peanuts, an orange, a 

candy cane, and a five-cent candy bar." 

We attended mainly wedding receptions or anniversary celebrations. Our own wedding 

reception was held at Old Town Hall. Other than that, we would just go there if there was an 
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event being held that we were interested in. We were part of the band for a short while, 

though. 

People from other communities came here all the time. They would come mostly for 

the dances. There was a lot of mingling with other people. We had a lot of friends come from 

Marlin and Wilson Creek. 

We attended Joe and Joyce's wedding reception about 16 years ago. But the most 

recent things we attended were the senior citizens' meals, which was about three or four years 

ago. 

I don't see why we couldn't start using the building for Chamber or Town Council 

meetings. They should also look into ways to hold events there while making some revenue. 

You could possibly have organizations pay a small fee in order to use the building. The FFA, 4-H, 

Girl/Boy Scouts could use the building for their meetings. They could also hold school dances in 

the Old Town Hall because it is such a cool building! 

Honestly, the whole building could use some updating. The upstairs definitely 

needs to be checked out and maintained. It is one of the oldest buildings in town, so we need 

to preserve it quickly. 

Dave Eden 

I have no particular memory because we have only been here since 1997. I was 63 

when I attended my first events in the building. They were pinochle games, senior meals, and 

exercise classes. The last time I attended was for the 2012 Republican caucus in March. 

I think they could hold different club meetings there. They should put it back to the 

original structure and update everything. 

Laura Estes 

My favorite memory is attending Mildred and John Deife's so'h wedding anniversary 

celebration. This was in the 1990s sometimes. One of the fun things was listening to them 

remembering and telling of events they attended in the Old Town Hall. Their family is spread 

out around the world, so there was a global flavor to the event. 
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It was September 1986 when I first was in the Old Town Hall. I was 34. Florence Stout 

(now Gehringer) asked me to help with pricing for the Museum German Bake Sale. I have done 

that every year since. 

I have attended birthday and anniversary celebrations. I have also attended company 

dinners for the Odessa Union, chamber meetings, Deutschesfest bake and craft sales, and the 

election polling. As the Odessa Quilt Club Chamber representative, I have attended Chamber 

meetings promoting the Spring Fling quilt show. 

People from out of town attend Deutschesfest events, and out-of-town speakers were 

at some of the Chamber meetings. The last time I attended an event was the German bake sale 

in September of 2011. 

I think we could use the building for travel log presentations. Drew and Steve Fink 

visited Israel, for starters. But there are others who have traveled who could present 

interesting programs. Maybe there is a grant out there that would include financing for 

offering these for free and build a community, bringing people together. 

As for restoration, first off, they should restore the upper floors and add an elevator so 

organizations could use the upstairs for a permanent meeting space. City workers probably 

could best answer what structural upgrades are needed. But definitely keep the original 

character of the building. I expect the museum would have plenty of pictures. 

When the Four Square Church started, my neighbors Jules, Lei a, Ariel St. Clair and 

Isabella Wheeler attended there. At that time, you had to go into the basement to start the 

heat. One cold Sunday morning, a tiny little kitten was found trapped in the basement. He 

must have fallen down a window well or slipped in when the door was open. He was starving, 

probably been in there a week, and his whiskers were singed off from getting too close to the 

furnace pilot light, which is there they found him trying to keep warm. The kids adopted him 

and named him Twitch because of the little stubs of whiskers that twitched when he sniffed the 

air, "meowed," or ate. Twitch lived to nearly 13 years old and loved those kids! 

Leslie Fink 

My wedding reception was in 1983 in Old Town Hall. In my 20s, I attended a lot of 

graduation events, anniversary parties, and Lions Club ladies' nights. I also visit the Old Town 

Hall during Deutschesfest for the arts and crafts vendors. 

People from all over the area attended events at the Old Town Hall. The last event I 

attended was an anniversary party. 
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As for restoration, on the main floor we need a sliding divider between the hardwood 

floor and carpeted stage areas to accommodate big group gatherings or more intimate 

gatherings. Then maybe drop the ceilings a little bit on the main floor for energy efficiency. 

Charlene and Clark Kagele 

We remember the Turkey Carnivals, dances, high school swing choir performing for the 

Lions Club upstairs, the Lions Club meeting, and visiting the library that used to be there. 

We got out polio immunizations there. We both remember waiting in long lines I 

People from other communities attended events in Old Town Hall. The last time we 

visited the building was for the Republican caucus in 2012. Of course, the Lions Club meetings 

in 2011 and 2012 and Deutschesfest. 

The outside of the building needs a face lift- new stucco and new windows. The 

upstairs could be renovated into luxury condos. Getting the building on the National Historical 

Building list would also be beneficial for Odessa. 

Carl Ryan 

My favorite memory from Old Town Hall is attending the early Health Care Wine Tasting 

Auctions. I have attended events there from the time we moved to Odessa at the age of 24. 

The community was very supportive ofthe large group of new teachers coming to 

Odessa in 1969. Several welcoming dinners were offered by community groups, and some of 

them were at Old Town Hall. Over the years, I also attended Christmas events that were held 

there with Santa Claus and everything. 

When wedding receptions and the wine tasting auctions were there, other communities 

attended. I last attended the annual craft displays at Duetschesfest. 

Much restoration is needed. A committee needs to be formed to attack some of these 

problems. Finding uses will help available funding. Access to the upper level is needed, but this 

will be an expensive fix. Once this is complete, the upstairs would be remodeled to be of use to 

the community. 
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Alice Schmierer 

My favorite memory is attending Ralph Heimbigner's wedding reception. The first event 

I attended was sometime in my 20s, after I was married to AI. We attended the event together. 

AI and I were part of the Grange, and we attended meetings at the Old Town Hall. I was 

also a part of the Exercise Club and attended a lot of exercise classes there. 

People from all over the area came for wedding receptions. There were also members 

of the Grange who lived out of town, and they would sometimes attend the meetings. 

All of the events used to be held upstairs. I also used to attend all of the dances there! 

They would have the New Year's and Christmas dances at the Old Town Hall. And Stanley 

Wraspir used to provide all of the music at the dances. 

The last event I went to at Old Town Hall was for either a senior dinner or for the 

exercise class last winter. I also attended Mavis and Donny Smith's so'h wedding anniversary 

recently. 

I think they should use the Old Town Hall instead of the Community Center because it is 

a lot easier to clean. There is less space for smaller activities or groups and a lot smaller floor to 

clean. I know they are restoring the Community Center, but the Old Town Hall did have a lot 

better kitchen. I do not think they should change the outside of the building at all. 

Interviews by Cade Weber 

Keith Schafer 

Well, of course I attended the dances. I also went to the Turkey Shoot every year, roller 

skating, and the library. Another thing I did there was get my polio vaccination. They put the 

medicine in sugar cubes so kids would take them. My favorite events, though, were the Turkey 

Shoots. 

I remember there being a lot of people at the Turkey Shoots and there being two live 

turkeys in cages every year. I know the Masonic Lodge and the Rainbow Girls also met there. 

They actually lost money on the first dance they held there, but they started making money on 

all of them after that. 

The building has deteriorated over the years. I would like to see remodeling done, but 

who has the money? 
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Lynnie Schafer 

1 attended Girl Scouts, Order of Rainbow, high school dances, and the library was there. 

The Order of Rainbow was just a club for girls who might have been sponsored by the Grange. 

My favorite events were the dances. Students from all over the Bi-County would come 

to the dances. I remember The Bards, who I think went to get a record deal, Mara Lee Rush and 

the Turnabouts, and Winnie and the Poohs. 

Old Town Hall was huge, and at the time it seemed really old. It also has a distinct smell. 

The first time I ever went there I was in first grade with Nancy Glines because her mother was 

the librarian. 

Over the years they have added the kitchen area and updated the bathrooms. I think 

the building needs a facelift, and if there are available funds, the upstairs could be restored. 

Tom Schafer 

I remember going to high school dances, and when I was really young, the Turkey Shoot 

used to be there. What I remember about the Turkey Shoot was that they used to have two 

big, live turkeys in a cage that they would raffle off. 

High school dances were my favorite events. They had them all summer, and kids from 

all over the Bi-County would come. I remember The Bards, The Kinsgmen (who sang "Louie, 

Louie"). Mara Lee Rush, and Winnie and the Poohs (a local band featuring Stan Weber, Tim 

Such land, Craig Holman, and Jim and Steve Evavold). 

I just remember the fun times we had at the dances in the summer. My friends and I 

would all work hard all week, then go to the dances when we got off work on Saturday night. 

also remember that the old city jail was in the northeast corner, and I think the bars are still 

there. 

The outside of the building has pretty much remained the same. In the inside, there is a 

kitchen now when it used to just be a stage and the main hall. 
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Kelly Weber 

I remember going to Brownie Scouts when I was in elementary school. We would walk 

down after school, and we would have meetings in a room on the main level, and sometimes 

they would let us go up to the ballroom and do activities. I also had my graduation reception 

there, and we would always have the end-of-the-year banquet for the swim team there. 

We didn't have the Any Occasion Banquet Hall, so yes, it was common to have 

graduation receptions there. A lot of people had their receptions there. And we had a swim 

team. It wasn't through the school. 

I remember how cool I thought the ballroom was. It had a black and white tile floor, 

and I always loved it when get go to go up there. I just remember playing Snake and Red Rover 

in the ballroom. 

I have noticed that no one is allowed in the upstairs anymore. It would be neat if they 

opened the building back up. 

Larry Weber 

I remember going to Cub Scouts when I was really young. I also remember having the 

Daisy Rifle Club when I was a kid and then Lions Club as an adult. My mother also sold treats 

for the Palettes during Deutschesfest, and she cooked the senior meals there. 

The Daisy Rifle Club was a bb gun shooting competition. They would set up the targets 

on the stage, and we would shoot from different spots in the building. If you were good 

enough, you could qualify to go to the state competition in Cheney and the on to nationals if 

you won that. As you can tell, that was my favorite event. 

I always remember the lion statues outside. I also liked going to the big room upstairs 

because you could look over the whole town. There was also a whistle that sounded like a fire 

siren that would go off every day at noon to tell the whole town that it was twelve. That's also 

where all of the kids would go to see Santa Claus at Christmas time. 

The building has changed over the years. It used to be a stage with one big, open room; 

now it is divided into an opening, the main rooms, and the kitchen. They also added a 

wheelchair ramp. 

I would like to see remodeling done as long as the integrity of the building is 

maintained. 
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Myrna Wolsborn 

The main events I went to were the hall dances. There was a hall dance with a live band 

every weekend in one ofthe towns in the Bi-County. The city eventually got mad because there 

was always a bunch of kids driving around late at night. The Fireman's Ball was also held there 

every year, and that was a big event. I also remember roller skating, having to volunteer for the 

Reader's Club in the library, and I had my wedding reception there. My favorite events, though, 

were the dances. 

I clearly remember the dark wood in the building. I also remember the library and a 

meeting room upstairs, the town clerk's office, a ticket-taking office, and lots of wooden folding 

chairs. One story I remember is at a wedding reception, the bride's brothers locked the groom 

in the old jail and nobody knew where he was I 

Remodeling would be good. I would also like to say that I am very happy that you guys 

are collecting this information on the Old Town Hall. 

Interviews by Jessie Whitaker 

Carol Bell 

I attended the library about once a month. I remember that the Lions Club Turkey 

Carnival used to be at the Old Town Hall. All the main events used to be held there. 

I would like to see Old Town Hall restored. I would like to see the stationary walls taken 

out, the bi-folds torn down, and the building painted. 

The dances were fun. We had our high school dances there. The Fireman's Ball was 

also held there in the winter. In the 40s, I think the Fireman's Ball was a real dress-up event. A 

lot of the music was Rock and also Country. There were a lot of local bands. Kids from Lincoln 

County- Sprague and Ritzville-- played often. A band called Stanley's Jazz played for the old 

folks. 

Delores Cook 

I would like to see Old Town Hall restored. It is very precious to me. I would like to see 

the upstairs refurbished and the outside painted. 
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The dances there were very nice. They were well regulated. They were always good 

chaperones, and the dances were usually sponsored by the Lions Club. This was during World 

War 2, and it was always a special occasion when people in the service were home to attend. 

There were a lot of grange meetings there. We kids would get so bored that they would 

sometimes let us go down to the dance floor and play. At the time, the meetings consisted of 

talking about administering electricity in Odessa. 

The music played then was the modern music of the day. There was a lot ofthe Dorsey 

Boys and Glenn Miller. I played the piano in Stan Wraspir's band when I was fifteen. We 

usually played from nine to about eleven. They were very good musicians. 

The most common event held there was the New Year's Eve dance. Some of the 

women would wear very pretty gowns. We would all be visiting until about one in the morning. 

We had some people from out of town who taught everybody to Jitterbug! There was a big 

dance floor and a library upstairs. 

Old Town Hall was the hotspot. We had people from Odessa and all the surrounding 

towns. The Town Marshall would always be around to make sure we kept out of trouble. 

Mildred Deife 

I attended Old Town Hall pretty often. I would like to see it restored. All those things 

cost a lot of money, though. The outside needs to be fixed. There is a lot of chipped paint on 

the outside where the stairs used to be. 

The downstairs was not split back then. It was all one floor for dances. There was a 

library upstairs and a kitchen. Mary Kern cooked German food upstairs. My daughter Monica 

used to cook in 4-H, and Mary Kern used to teach her upstairs in the Old Town Hall. 

The dances were fun. Meetings were held there, too, especially Grange meetings. 

There was a lot of guitars, but no pianos or drums. One of the members of the Odessa Concert 

Band was Lawrence Oliver. 

Norman Ott 

I attended Old Town Hall once a week. Unfortunately, the dances ended before my 

time. Big Band music was played there. The local orchestra used to lay there, too. 
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I would like to see the building restored to its original condition. I think remodeling it 

would preserve history and make it into a useful venue. The outside was like it is today. Inside, 

the upper floor had a lodge hall, kitchen, and dining room. The ground floor was the town 

office, stage and auditorium, and the jail and fire station. 

Many meetings were held there- Lodge meetings, Royal Neighbors of America, Modern 

Woodsmen, Grange, Masons, Eastern Star, and Rainbow Girls. 

Lynn Schmidt 

I would like to preserve the Old Town Hall if money is available for restoration. It is a 

unique and historical building. I always had a good time attending events there. 

Numerous events took place there- dances, the yearly Turkey Carnival, movies, 

wedding receptions, meetings. Rock 'n Roll music was also played there. 

The outside is very much the same. The fire escape was removed. The second floor is 

the same. The first floor has been changed. 

Wilma Schmidt 

I often attended dances and such at Old Town Hall. I have good memories of that 

building. People were attracted to the dances, the meetings, and library. A lot of the music 

played there was Western. There were a lot of guitars. I remember some of the people who 

played: Shorty Sewall, Will Smith, Myron Walter, and Stanley Oliver. It was the place to be. I 

went there almost every Saturday between age eighteen and thirty for the dances. 

I would like to see Old Town Hall restored. No one uses the building anymore. I am a 

distant relative of Con H. Eckhardt. I am related to his wife. 

JoE lien Wollman 

The dances were before my time, but there were many groups that met there

Rainbow Girls, Masons, Eastern Star. I would attend Rainbow Girls' meetings there. I also went 

to the library upstairs pretty often. I have good memories of Old Town Hall. I know that the 

Odessa Concert Band played there, but I don't know who the members were. 
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I think remodeling is a good idea, otherwise the building won't be used. It was a very 

convenient meeting place. I would like to see it painted for sure. 

Information about Organizations that used the Old Town Hall 

The Bards 

In the early 1960s, a rock band called The Continentals formed in Moses Lake. 

Consisting mainly of Moses Lake High School music students, The Continentals was constantly 

being shaped by graduation, college, the Army draft and parents. The final combination was 

Mike Balzotti on keyboards, Mardi Sheridan on guitar, Bob Galloway on drums, Chuck Warren 

on bass. The band later changed its name to The Bards, and intense effort and creativity took 

the band to every dance hall, armory, radio station, and recording studio in the Northwest. 

"Never too much love" was the band's most popular song, and after it became a top 10 hit in 

the Northwest, the band signed a record deal with Capitol Records. Ultimately the song was 

heard internationally and ranked in the top 100 by The Cash Box, a national record industry 

trade magazine. Before the band went on to achieve great success, they were one of the 

memorable bands to play at Odessa's Old Town Hall.- Cade Weber 

Freemasons 

The Freemasonry is a fraternal organization that came about in the late 16th to early 17th 

centuries. Freemasonry now exists in various forms all over the world, and the membership is 

thought to be around six million. The fraternity is organized into independent Grand Lodges, 

each of them governing its own jurisdiction, which consists of subordinate lodges. The various 

Grand Lodges recognize each other based on adherence to landmarks. 

The new officers of the Odessa Masonic Lodge were installed on January 16, 2.012: 

Norman Ott, master; Michael Kiesz, Senior Deacon; Marcus Horak, Junior Warden; Jerry 

Schafer, Senior Warden; and Dennis Thompson, Secretary/Treasurer. The Masonic Lodge of 

Odessa held its first meeting in Odessa in the latter half of 1906. The meetings were held in the 

upper floor of the German American Bank. Once the Old Town Hall was established, the Lodge 

made its home on the second floor of that. In the last years since the closing of the upper floor, 

the meetings have been held on the main floor of Old Town Hall. The Masonic Lodge of Odessa 

contributes a lot- it makes donations to the Shriners Hospital and is responsible for the Odessa 

Elementary Bikes-for-Books program.- Lacey Nelson, Koralynne Kuch and Justin Hauge 
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The Kingsmen 

The Kings men was a band from Portland, Oregon, who played once or twice in Odessa. 

They are best known for their hit song "louie, louie." The band members were Jack Ely, lynn 

Easton, Mick Mitchell, Don Gallucci, Bob Nordby and Ken Chase. who was their manager. It was 

unknown why they came to Odessa, but they did. They played a concert here, and it was 

remembered by Tom Schafer that the Old Town Hall was packed with people from different 

towns. The Kingsmen was a real hit with all who came to hear them .. - Justin Hunt 

Paul Revere and the Raiders 

Paul Revere and the Raiders was one of the famous bands that played at Old Town Hall. 

This band had many members. Those members were Paul Revere, Doug Heath, Ron Foos, 

Danny Krause, Darren Dowler, and Tommy Scheckel. This band's origin was in Boise, Idaho. 

Paul Revere started this band when he was flipping burgers in one of his own restaurants. Paul 

Revere was the mad man of the band. Doug Heath was the guitar player, Ron Foos was the 

bass, Danny Krause on the keyboards, and Darren Dowler the lead vocalist with Tommy 

Scheckel on the drums. In the mid 60s the band played mostly garage rock classics, which were 

what they were most famous for. They got their name because of the founder and Paul Revere 

during the Revolutionary War. They started wearing uniforms that Paul Revere wore during the 

war. They played at many spots, including Old Town Hall in Odessa. Wherever they played, 

they always had a party going.- Markus Smith 

Rainbow Girls 

The Rainbow Girls in Odessa met at the Old Town Hall. The purpose of this club was to 

teach leadership, confidence, and citizenship in the community. JoEl len Wollman was a part of 

the Rainbow Girls' organization and spoke very highly of the activities they got to participate in. 

Rainbow Girls was a Bible-based organization. Members could usually join around s'h grade 

and were involved all through high school. The organization was statewide and was an 

excellent way for high school students to get out of their home town and participate in a 

healthy cause. It was a very exclusive group; many non-members were suspicious about the 

things the Rainbow Girls did at their meetings. There werethree different lessons that the 

organization was centered around: love, hope, and charity. The lessons were represented by 

colors of the rainbow. They visited hospitals and raised money for their trips to state 

convention. JoEIIen Wollman was privileged to sing in the choir for state meetings. Rainbow 
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Girls was a good way to meet new people and be involved with fun activities and opportunities. 

--Jessie Whitaker 

Red Hat Society 

The Red Hat Society is a group of women in red hats, who typically meet at Odessa Old 

Town Hall. They are mothers, daughters, grandmothers, and sisters of our community. 

Women of this group who are over 50 wear red hats, and women in this group who are under 

the age of 50 wear pink hats. The Red Hat Society does a lot of fundraising, not only for 

themselves, but also for numerous organizations throughout Odessa. Some groups that they 

contribute to are FBLA, the Cancer Society, Friends of the Pool. They love to volunteer in our 

community. They call out bingo numbers at the nursing home and hand out candy to the 

residents during Halloween.- Melani Fehrer 

The Rocky Coulee Ramblers 

The Rocky Coulee Ramblers was playing bluegrass in eastern Washington by 1949. 

Some ofthe members were Bill Smith (mando), Stanley Oliver (banjo), Myron Walter (bass), 

one of the Sewall boys on guitar, and the fiddle player's name is unknown. Dale Berg 

sometimes joined them on banjo. They played for dances at places like Del Rio, Telford, 

Canawai, Egypt, Odessa, and other school houses and Grange halls.- Jared King 

Royal Neighbors of America 

The Royal Neighbors of America has been active since 1895. The meetings were held in 

Odessa's Old Town Hall until the organization was dissolved sometime in the 1970s. There 

were quite a few women involved. Royal Neighbors of America is an organization that helps 

and supports women who do not get the support that a corporation or company should give 

them. This organization wants to help women of all age and of all types. It is still an 

organization today. They hold meetings all over the United States.- Nick Nelson 
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Western Farm Service 

At the Old Town Hall, Western Farm Service held meetings where they discussed the 

new chemicals that had come out and what they were doing as a company. They were an 

organization that had a business in taking care of farmers' needs and helping them fertilize 

their fields. They met at the Old Town Hall just to discuss the new products, and anybody who 

wanted to go to the meetings could. They did not have a regular time at which they would 

meet there.- Nick Tebow 

Winnie and the Poohs 

This was a band from Odessa that involved Odessa's very own Mr. Craig Holman. The 

band was made up of a few high schoolers. They played a few concerts at the Old Town Hall, 

but went there for other dances more often when they were not playing.- Zack Schaal 

***************************** 

Information on the construction ofthe Old Town Hall can be found in Donald Walter's Lincoln 

County: A Lasting Legacy, published by the Lincoln County Centennial Committee in Davenport, 

Washington, in 1988. 

More information on Old Town Hall can be found at the Odessa City Clerk's office. The 

materials are kept in a cardboard box marked OTH, and the box is stored in the attic. 

39 



People Interviewed about Old Town Hall 

Beck, Audrey 3,26 Hardung, Luann 10 

Beck, Warren 26 Hardung, Mike 11 

Bell, Carol 33 Holman, Craig 13, 18 

Cook, Delores 33 Holman, Ellen 8 

Deife, Dee 19 Hamberg, Marlene 5 

Deife, Ed 19 Hopp, Paul 20 

Deife, Mildred 34 lksic, Marianne 13 

Eden, Dave 27 Iverson, Claudia 3 

Eide, Jacque 4 Iverson, Larry 3 

Estes, Laura 27 Iverson, Todd 4 

Fink, AI 7 Janke, Coleen 2, 15 

Fink, Janet 7 Kagele, Charlene 29 

Fink, Leslie 28 Kagele, Clark 29 

Fisher, Lois 22 Kern, Eddie 11 

Frick, Don 15 King, Mary Lee 12 

Glines, Nancy 12 King, Wally 12 

Goetz, Gerry 17 Kissler, Marlys 16 

Goetz, Greg 17 Kuest, Allan 17 

Goetz, Jim 17 Kuest, Joyce 17 

Goetz, Terry 17 Largent, Linnie 9 

Groh, Shirley 10 Libsack, Sandi 13 

Haase, Clara 15 Meise, Ramona 16 

Haase, June 16 Nelson, Maria 16 
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Ott, Norman 34 Weber, Kelly 32 

Richardson, Alva 18 Weber, Larry 32 

Ryan, Carl 29 Weishaar, Juli 10 

Schafer, Ellen 20 Williams, Pam 14 

Schafer, Jerry 21 Wollman, JoE lien 35 

Schafer, Keith 30 Wolsborn, Myrna 25 

Schafer, Lynnie 31 Wraspir, Apryl 8 

Schafer, Tom 31 

Schibel, Don 7 

Schmidt, Lynn 35 

Schmidt, Wilma 35 

Schmierer, Alice 30 

Smith, Don 21 

Smith, Jim 14 

Smith, Mavis 22 

Smith, Merleen 9 

Smith, Terria 4 

Tebow, Doug 23 

Tebow, Lloyd 23 

Tebow, Marge 24 

Voise, Alan 25 

Voise, Diane 25 

Voise, Richard 6 

Voise, Rita 6 

Walter, June 26 
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Photo ot Fundraising or Celebration Button 

From the collection of Ivan Walter 

Odessa, Washington 

42 



Postcard of Community Hall 

Loaned by Judy Scrupps 

Odessa, Washington 

Dated 1-1-21 

(date should be 1927 according to the Odessa Historisches Museum) 
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Looking east 

Photograph from the Odessa Historisches Museum 

Old Town Hall is the two-story building to the right 
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